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Preface

In this report an account is given of cell - and molecular biological
research into the similia principle in cultivated isolated animal celis.
The pattern of molecular changes playing a role in the recovery of
cells after an exposure to a threatening condition were investigated
and the possibility of stimulating this recovery by the application of the
similia principle.

The research was carried out at the Department of Molecular Cell
Biology within its research program "Differentiation and gene
expression”. In the period 1990 - 1994, the study was financed by
Homeopathy International, which is represented in The Netherlands
by VSM Geneesmiddelen BV.

The research scientists are Dr. R. van Wijk (project coordinator), Dr.
F.A.C. Wiegant, Dr. J.E.M. Souren and Drs. J.H. Ovelgbnne.

The study of the hsp70 autoregulation has taken place within a
cooperation project with the Department of Medical Physics and
Informatics of the University of Amsterdam. We would like to thank
Dr. A. Peper and Prof. Dr. Ir. C.A. Grimbergen, who developed the
mathematical model of the hsp70 regulation cycle.

The study on the development of tolerance has taken place within a
cooperation project with Dr. J. van Rijn at the Department of
Radiotherapy of the Free University of Amsterdam.

We thank J.M. van Aken, J. van den Berg, A W.J.M. Bol, Dr E. Boon-
Niermeyer, Dr. M.J.M. Tuijl, Dr. C.A. Van der Mast and Prof. Dr.
H.O. Voorma for their specific contribution to the realization of the
study and the final report. Finally we would also like to thank the
various students who have contributed to the execution of the many
experiments as part of their research training in the biomedical




education: Harmke Ooms, Miranda Annink, Stefan Hogervorst,
Stephan Alink, Machteid van Schoot, Karen Jaarsveld, Esther de
Koning, Marij Welters, Bellinda Bladergroen, Anne Hollinga, Gerben
Koning, Brigit Heemskerk, Maaike Kockx, Nienke van Hove, Ellen
Dahler, Sanne van Delft, Ieke Roozendaal, Maikel Bitorina, Jeroen
Maertzdorf, Bianca Brundel, Nicole Spieker, Michael Gesser and

David van Brummelen.

In this report an overview is given of the outcome of the research.

These results will be published in more detail elsewhere. Some

publications already appeared in the international biomedical journals,

while others are in preparation. A list of these articles and manuscripts
s chapters are based is given in

in preparation on which the variou
appendix A.
Throughout the report a smaller lettertype has been used to give either
background information or a description of methods. Italics are used
to highlight statements, summaries or concluding remarks.

We hope that this approach to self-recovery processes at the cellular
level and the stimulation of these processes will contribute to the
discussion about the fundamental basis of the homeopathic treatment
and will constitute a point of departure for the contact between the
research of homeopathic principles and biomedical scientific research.

Utrecht, November 1994
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